Chapter Two 


Nauvoo: Joseph Meets The Prophet 


It must have been heartbreaking to leave the beautiful forest 


green farm home the Murdocks had worked so long and hard for. 


Upstate New York is noted for its picturesque farms, and the Murdock 


farm was one of the best there. Yet so great was Joseph's faith in 


Joseph Smith and the revealed gospel that he decided to foresake all 


and join the main body of Saints at Nauvoo. His mother was quite 


reluctant to leave the comfortable home which had been in their 


family for generations, but she had seen with her own eyes the 


miracle of healing performed by the missionary Johathan Dunham, 
and knew that if her husband was to be saved from his affliction 
it was imperative that he be placed in the hands of the Prophet. 


Their beautiful home and farm was sold for far less than it was 


worth and wagons were outfitted for the long journey across New York, 


Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indianna to the Mormon mecca at Nauvoo in 


Illinois. Joseph's father had become so crippled that he was 


compelled to ride on a bed made in the back of a wagon. The long, 


hard trip across hills, mountains and rivers must have been very 


difficult for him, yet he was even more anxious than were the others 


to reach Nauvoo and meet the Prophet. 
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John Deans was 18 years old and a great help to Joseph, but 
Nymphus was only a boy of 9 and could help but little. Betsy and 
her husband followed the Murdocks to Nauvoo, but family records do 
not reveal whether ste accompanied Joseph or made the long journey 
at a later date. 

Another member of the Murdock party remains a mystery to this day, 
with only a few brief lines in Joseph's journal to help explain it. 
He wrote, "I helped a girl get from New York State to Nauvoo. Her 
father was not willing to let her go. Her name was Jeanette Risell, 
married to my brother, John Deans Murdock." (i) No further mention 
of Jeanette Risell is ever made, and the mystery is further compounded, 
for at Nauvoo in 1846 John Deans Murdock married Mary Jane Norris, SO 
far as is known his first and only wifes By reading between the lines 
we might surmise that Jeanette Risell had been converted to the Mormon 
faith against her family’:s wishes, and to get to Nauvoo she ran away 
from home to accompany the Murdocks. There is no clue how old she 
was, but John Deans was 18, so it is possible that they were married. 

The Murdocks left their home at Hamilton, New York as soon as 
wagon roads were passable and arrived at Nauvoo in mid-summer. In 
a biography of Nymphus Murdock it. is recorded that the Murdocks left 
New, York ۳ 1840 and went first to Kirtland, Ohio and from there to 


Nauvoo, arriving in the spring of 1841. The source for that infor- 


mation is not given, but if they did stop at Kirtland for a time, 


Joseph's journal does not mention it. It is possible, however, for 


Kirtland was on the trail west from New York. 2) Whatever the date 


of their arrival, after their long journey the fresh new city at the 
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river's edge must have looked to the tired travelers as the "Beautiful 
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Place" its Hebrew name described. Little is known of the hardships 

of their trip, although we know that Joseph's father suffered greatly 
while his mother often regretted leaving her comfortable home. No 
doubt it was a hard trip for a crippled man and a 64 year old woman. 

There may have been some correspondence between Joseph and Joseph 
Smith or someone else at Nauvoo before they left New York, for it 
appears that they were expected. Not far from Nauvoo a rider who 
had to know who they were and that they were traveling to that place 
met them along the trail, bearing a strange message. Only three days’ 
journey from Nauvoo a courier came to Joseph, telling him that Joseph 
smith had sent him to obtain a large sum of money which was desperately 
needed to save the Prophet's life. It is curious that anyone at 
Nauvoo would know that the Murdocks were approaching Nauvoo at that 
exact time or that they would have in their possession a large sum of 
money from the sale of their home at New York. But Joseph and his 
family would find Nauvoo a strange place, a city of intrigue, where 
men of doubtful character covertly sought to breach the Prophet's 
confidence for their personal gain, while "mobocrats" and assasins 
of the blackest ilk tried to murder him by the most devious schemes 
imaginable. 

It isn't recorded what Joseph or his father thought about the 
mysterious rider and his strange message, but Sally, always the 
thrifty and tight-fisted Yankee sensed something was wrong and told 
the messinger that she would personally deliver the ngeded money to 
the Prophet when they reached Nauvoo. The messenger was not satis- 


fied, but having no choice, rode away. 
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Upon their arrival at Nauvoo, Joseph went directly to Joseph 
smith's home where he learned that no messenger had been sent, nor 
could anyone identify the mysterious courier from his description. 
Josepu's father then offered Smith the money received from the sale 
of their farm, "To help build up the church", but Joseph Smith refused 
the offer, saying, "Keep your money, for you can take care of it as 
well as I can." 3) The messenger met along the trail was never seen 
again, and his unexplained appearance was only a small part of the 
strange intrigue the Murdocks found between Mormons and gentiles at 
Nauvoo. 

Many stories were circulated at that time claiming that Joseph 
Smith was encouraging converts to move to Nauvoo so that he could 
obtain their money and convert it to his own use. In a letter now 
on file at the Church Historian's Office, written to his cousin. 

John Douglas at New York ón January 24th, 1844, two years after his 
arrival at Nauvoo and long enough for him to know the workings of the 
church well and be personally acquainted with the Mormon Prophet, 
Joseph wrote that such stories were not true. That letter states 

in part, "As for the Prophet, ve have had some times with him and we 
find him to be a man of his word. He is very punctual in all his 
dealings and there is no doubt = my mind but he is a Prophet of God 
and as much called to guide the people in this day as Moses was in 
his day. As for his taking the property of the Saints and converting 
it to his own use, it is not so. It is like a good many other stories 
that are told about him. I wish you could be here and see for your- 


self, and know "and understand for yourself." (^) 


17 


መካ 


- D, A — 4 “22 ረረ Z7 f/f 


.ጫሟ› tHe couarn መ an መፉሠረጋጋሮረ ይ“ adent ሪማ ረም መብ 
vith mk ሃረሬ መሓረ Haki any ወጁ am hand A eye krov how TA 
mei ima ረረ. ራና aa grod for RE ሠ Lhe sagt 
eom on aut, Ike vase መረ lika Ma bounty mom anne. Weare bon busved 
Ta find. offtclinate ónd Lowa Feta. lb pola. a masti Sanct Ly Lait 
we know da has gent tT World whore the BA art at ዎመ anck Fe viel 
a uct fom ond rn, da dad Lhe a osom of fol otra asturia pat 
gotten. ke LT this WEL of Shoe aith. Asagn'd ی‎ We Lt Lenin i?” 
As hao al Pall. Vi چييي‎ ou Liga is hes prit Drill nov day a ያጋ eal 
wr faig herr. Dal wart ave Lhock ምሥ: Litt f | 
0b hod pn na orsa ak as .مگ‎ ha Lad Me 10 f OL 843 wih. fern and - 

aret gor ied hs Dok grili abt in siting about Re Cit WHS 
EN and krvnog at Th o anti pant ke e tpe ka atu 
4 Mol he could han comeron ELK nne fe ol ka daid Tial he tg 
, GL Mal Maand hes rrt erg aves on ۱ Mi ዕን arl ara 
a geî of Land in dhe Clty elan kf a tile fron Ma Jang east” 
anel 25 aires of g faina and nants of Need land oder T tls from lagu ` 
Fol in Thy ES PA had 120 bush of 22/2 2500 RP RO. 
3 good lacks of D Mal p mera m Mg atten ecoute, 10D brah of Pre 
j A ghowel on ows Ley in Tg adr HE ሪያም ZE Lek tni. 
ፌሸዣወሥ፡22 ሠና our, nd and fay de Hines HEA که‎ ጣደ Fa rite Lend RA 
uk ale WI, Hts ማደርና al JEL ger what Lit, fohn f gra okak 
mo Ll gon abot ekak D aniy mper ያረጋ kuekin mell dint 
Chane ban in 2325) Alak 8 fer Be Peoh ukir emeret aa, with 


e Letter written by Joseph ۷ Murdock from Nauvoo, Illinois in 
ምን ፥ H ۳ m P 3 z ሎሥ . 
January, t844, “እሮ ![ጣገ his acquaintances with Sosenh “mith. 
7 . 


«€ ዔ ወ: 
| ሯን uu E , : pote E x 
^m 35: Q^ 2 ' ` ከከ lesa $ ۳ à 3 


E^ ond) Wwe finale hom Je be a man of Ais werd, hey fene. an | 
all his le alg mel ther’ is how- dou an ni Kasy መሥሪያ 
sapra dre Aes chay and as fa ka ang He ees of he Aant and 

mere e MG hey cU MGC , T ois mel መሠ وه‎ Like good mmy oda | 

Aa. arl Told abot kin with you rell ሯ Zi ond dpe fa yeutilly ancl 

erc rn ead fet yes መረቃ (wilt LLP yes abalir ረመ 
£r andakt Mo Aen Mee ambt and kut er, wea at ven hous HAE 
Hin Ay, Tity are in good health frim, and Seley ard flua 
ክም ጄም anh klika aud bition Kugstland P en ynial 
Mhh of Last Í hard fiom Mira. Lucka is Music H A Aidad 

“mel hies G CLs fore Mey are well, B Capmanand finn. anda 
Manat arado kastas art wek Gaast dayo er^ “መሪ “0 
< faf int yom Sells and, git dorme Ea መ. ate, nage 
E hat dy ar Al awl be mle api. selu rid T 
NE of The Sarapa ari IZ Le f cut one d Mme 000 22” 


govo n n T meg in has “Ca ane SSF Mtas from. 
p^ MC atat Sadî, “መይ The ረረ የያ 
“መረ. he Loves te Tur A <m fleks ወረ eom allthou 
#9 ይ መም መ ም አ "nno 


cOme. por 
Pri art nt al and Thay ofprer de f ort Mean anne arwrol. 
Kur a pop Ti ኀ tn Bi 222. 
“2727 bas Lan abou 150 : P ft mp wethin anta i 


Ccotglanh ave Mane methods PR PE,» ወ= 3=ጭ-። 
ines Ao Grind dahh in pesty Through Fk ori eum of Va LETA. 


- haga ተም. መ — e£, 
መመመ“ 
2 تیگ‎ ii ۱ 


ታሪ iid 


PA P 

“ሓጋዶታ 2 44260 ul akaet 

; saa = 
VE, ማጠ VLLL 


737 MA ህል 
GET ያመ ረጨ 


| Pace whore tht OAK 45 prre 

ዝታ ሠቻ Me DA 
1፡2 22 ጠሽ 
fumus ዳያሪ MEMOIR 
HC 7 ረ 
Gala pastor PEM 
፡22= 


EEE ر‎ fiat 


E GA 
E cuf ust ká PPO N ME 
የ229 molon Man hay pal Menr Ais Ed r^ yel e 
وس‎ = ; ROLE pelk Marko 
ERU መ = “መ/መ مس‎ 
ma 
"EOS ጋ PLA አ ን መመመ መች 
ደ መረጀ ያያ ያያ መ 
AAA ያ f- Del plat the Wis f 
መው ሪቃ Dn “ሪያ Py TL hg oy, end ag ad መም መደ 
መ at. «ጋገ Zo ARE Ve. Ao S wr 
pop ፓው b Aeg iy fand Lo A zT ባወ ሥረ 
መሠሥሥ፡፡ሯ الگ‎ አመ a : Merc amen ali e 


ሽ መጨ مر‎ hehe ZLI NASA 
Aha ሬ«“ሯ።፡ ng, ወሙ wll ae arn fi AC 


J 


= ii iur ውጣ ቁ ይ መና 
ነይ... aui i. 


| Gunel 


MEE 


ሪ 

, paves. 
. .,ኤ *፥ 
P « 

۵ . * J 


Joseph's father was a very sick man when he arrived at Nauvoo. 
He had become completely deaf and was unable to stand alone. Doctors 
had d@spaired of curing him from what may have been a stroke. No 
sooner had Joseph met the Prophet than he asked for his help, ane 
he described the Prophet's reply. "Brother Joseph made father a 
promise in the name of Israel's God that if he would be baptized 
seven times in the Mississippi River, he would be made whole in one 
week." Each day for seven days Joseph helped his aged father, then 
nearly 60 years old, into the waters of the Mississippi where Joseph 
Smith baptized him and cast out the illness that had so ravaged his 
frail body, and on the seventh day his father “Was made whole again 
in the time set apart, sound of mind and never to be anymore afflicted 
in life." Jaqseph's father left the water strong of limb, clear eyed 
and sound of mind with his hearing completely restored, which miracle 


Joseph wrote, "I bear testimony to what I have written as an eye 


ንመ ሰጋ) 


From that miraculous day, Joseph with his wife and family 
dedicated every working minute to helping the Prophet build up 
their new church. His father placed all of their money and other 


worldly wealth at the disposal of the church, in return "to be given 


an inheritance in Zion." We are not told how much wealth was turned 


over to the church, but it must have been considerable since it 


represented the sale of their home and farm and perhaps even their 


life savings. ی‎ 
(RUM 

AM 
Joseph Soon became close friends with many whose lives would 


be closely intertwined with his along the long trail to Zion and at 
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the many missions he would later serve on there. Among them were 
Daniel Wells, John Pulsipher, Porter Rockwell, John Taylor, William 
Hickman, Abraham Hunsaker, Hosea Stout, Anson Call, charles Rich, 
John Crook and Brigham Young. Joseph worked hard at Nauvoc and in 
time acquired a small band of sheep, somemilch cows and a few horses 
and oxen. He worked nearly every day on the great temple then being 
built, and looked with satisfaction as his younger brother Nymphus 
was baptized in its basement, even while the walls above were still 
being raised.. 

He soon became close friends with the Prophet Joseph and his 
brother Hyrüm, and often sat at their feet listening to their 
counsel and teachings. Though only a boy, Nymphus often worked 
for the Prophet and later recalled taking many meals at his table. 
Both Joseph and Nymphus were very close to the Prophet, and in a 
letter sent to an aunt at New York, Joseph's trust and love for the 
Prophet is revealed in a poem he enclosed, which later became a well 
known Mormon hymn. 

"Come listen to a Prophet's voice 
And hear the word of God, 
And in the ways of truth rejoice 


And sing for joy abroad. 


We've found the way the prophets went 
who lived in days before, 
Another Phrophet now is sent 


This knowledge to restore. ^ 
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The gloom of sullen darkness spread 
Through earth's extended space, 
we are enlightened by our living head 


Great God has shown his face. 


Through using schemes in days that passed 
The world has gone astray, 
Yet Saints of God have found at last 


The straight and narrow way. 


Tis not in men they put their trust 
Or on his arms rely, 
Just rest assurred, all are accursed 


whom Jesus Christ deny. 


The Savior to his people said 
Let all my children obey, 
And signs shall follow you on earth 


Down to the latest day. 


The sick on whom the oil is poured 
And hands in meekness lain, 
Are by the power of God restored 


Through faith in Jesus' name. 


No more in slavish fear we mourn 
No yoke of bondage wear, 
No more beneath delusions groan 


Nor superstitions fear. ; 


۲ 
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Of every dispensation past 
Of every promise made, 
The first be last, the last be firs- 


The living and the dead. 


Saviors shall to Mount Zion come 
Their thousands bring to rest, 
Throughout the great millennium 
They eternally be blessed." 9) 

Joseph mentions using his wagon to take Anson Call, Hosea Stout 
and others to church meetings where they were taught by the Prophet 
Joseph. Both he and Joseph Smith loved sports, and they often 
wrestled or ran foot races together. Their friendship was so strong 
and his love for the Prophet so great that he was honored to be 
appointed as one of Joseph Smith's personal bodyguards, standing 
guard "both day and night with my other brethren." 7) 

Guarding the Prophet constantly was necessary, for Joseph Smith 
had been the subject of persecution from the time of his first vision, 
and his followers were pursued by mobs and killed like animals, from 
New York to ohio and Missouri and now even at Nauvoo, the city they 
had claimed from the wilderness with their own sweat and blood. 
Joseph listened to the Prophet as he addressed the Nauvoo Legion, 
where he spoke of how he had suffered for teaching the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. "From my boyhood I have been hunted like a roe upon 
the mountains. I have never been allowed to live like other men. 


I have been driven, chased, stoned and whipped, robbed, mobbed, 
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ted, and falsely accused of everything bad. 
(8) 


imprisoned and persecu 
I have suffered enough." 


I have suffered until the Lord knows 


Guarding the Prophet brought Joseph even closer to both Joseph 


and Hyrum Smith, and he saw at first-hand the hatred that gentiles 


had for them. During one public address a mob formed, and Joseph's 


friend, Circus Canfield, was forced to strike down one of the 


"mobocrats" to protect the Prophet. Joseph Smith unsheathed his 


sword before the Nauvoo Legion and declared, "Peace shall commence 


to leave the People of the earth, and would ten times leave them 


until it had left them entirely, to rest only with the Latter Day 


saints D 


on March 21st, 1843 Joseph was ordained a member of the Seventies 


by Joseph Smith, and on the same day was given a Patriarchal Blessing 


by Hyrum Smith. In his blessing Joseph was promised "He would leave 


a great progeny, having seed as numerous as sands of the seashore, 


and would in time be the means of establishing peace between the 


settlers and the indians,* 593 Joseph was deeply perplexed, for he 


and his wife Eunice had no children, nor did it appear they would 


have any, and Joseph had never even seen a wild Indian. Unknown to 
him then, time and unknown events would prove all of Hyrum Smith's 


blessing and prophecy to be true. 


Only a few months later, on July 12th, 1843 Joseph smith wrote | 


out the contents of a revelation restoring the practice of polygamy 


which he had actually been given in 1831. And even before then he 


had prophesied "that the Saints would settle in the far west, by the 


borders of the هت‎ Cm The revelation of polygamy would 
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later be the means of Joseph having a large family, while the 


prophecy of settling near the Lamanites would bring him into close 
contact with the Indians. But all of that, following years of 
hardship and strife still was far ir the future. 

In the fall of 1843 Joseph purchased a farm from Joseph Smith 
to provide a home for his wife, his brothers and his parents. He 
continued to work in church affairs and on the new temple, which 
was growing nearer completion every day. But the same troubles 
which had plagued the Saints at Ohio and Missouri followed them to 
Illinois. The Mormons at Nauvoo numbered nearly 15,000, the largest 
voting bloc in the state, and almost without exception they cast 
their vote in a single bloc.. Both the Whigs and Democrats sought 
their vote, knowing that whichever candidate Joseph Smith favored 
would likely be elected. 

Polygamy, then an open secret, greatly concerned their gentile 
neighbors, as did the Nauvoo Legion, the church's large militia which 
was allowed under the unique Nauvoo charter, which in effect had 
created a state within a state..Both were thorns in the sides of 
the old settlers, who couldn't help but wonder why their Mormon 
neighbors needed such a large army, second only to the United States 
army in numbers. They couldn't understand the Mormon's "Seige 
mentality", caused by their many past persecutions. After all the 
persecutions they had suffered, many Mormons were almost paranoid 
about their gentile neighbors, and all too often their fears were 
justified. The original settlers also resented the Mormon's view 


of the Indians, who they called Lamanites, and their plan to save 
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them, not exterminate them. But it was the attempted murder of 
ex-Governor Lilburn Boggs of Missouri that brought the Saint's 
troubles at Nauvoo to a head. 

During their hard times in Missouri, on October 27th, 1838, 
Governor Boggs had issued his infamous "Extermination order", 
directing his state militia that "Your orders are to hasten your 
operations with all possible speed. The Mormons must be treated 
as enemies, and must be exterminated or driven from the state for 
the public peace. " (1?) On May 6th, 1842 someone shot and critically 
wounded ex-Governor Boggs, and Porter Rockwell, one of Joseph smith's 
bodyguards and a close friend of Joseph was suspected of the crime. 
Hatred for the Mormons grew daily and it appeared that they would 
be driven from Illinois as they had been from Missouri. And Joseph 
Murdock, who had traveled to Nauvoo to find peace, found himself 
right in the middle of the fight. 

Nauvoo was fast becoming an armed camp and the center of mob 
warfare. Joseph Smith's life was threatened daily, making Joseph's 
job as one of his bodyguards ever more dangerous. Governor Thomas 
Ford of Illinois, like Governor Boggs of Missouri before him, was 
demanding that the Saints abandon Nauvoo and leave the state. Armed 
mobocrats were burning Mormon homes and threatening to destroy their 
new temple, at that time the largest and finest building in the 
state. Once more the Saints were suffering the persecutions that 
had driven them from their homes at Kirtland and Far West. 

In 1844 Joseph Smith announced his intentions to run for the 


office of President of the United States on the Reform Ticket, more 
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to present the persecutions of the Mormons and their views and 
beliefs to the public than with any hope of winning the election. 
He knew it did no good to appeal to Washington for help, for during 
the earlier persecutions in Missouri he had appealed his people's 
plight to President Van Buren and was told, "Your cause is just, 


but I can do nothing for you. If I take up for you, I shall lose 


the vote in Missouri" 77 Smith hoped that his candidacy would 
help his people, but it seemed to ignite the flames of suspicion 
among the gentiles even more. | 

Open hostilities exploded, resulting in the destruction of the 
Expositer Press, an especially vitriolic and outspoken gentile news- 
paper. And each passing day saw more frequent attacks on Mormon 
homes and business's. Morley's Settlement and Green Plains, both 
Mormon villages near Nauvoo were totally destroyed, while their 
residents were stoned, whipped and beaten. An entry in Joseph's 
journal describes those terrible times. "The mob had taken a sick 
woman and carried her out of her home, carried her bed out and put 
her on it and then set fire to her house and burned it down. They 
then went into her melon patch and were eating her melons when we 


We came on to them and killed two of them, but the rest 
ፀ (14) 


came along. 
got away. This broke up the burning for awhile. 
In June, 1844 Governor Thomas Ford demanded that Joseph Smith 
surrender and stand trial for crimes of treason against the State of 
Illinois. The Prophet knew that he was innocent of any such charge, 
yet he also knew that so long as the charges remained unresolved, 


the persecutions of his people would continue. Although his closest 


.ቅ=-. 


25 


— ው. 


"~ 


t 


` 


friends and counsellors, including Joseph, urged him not to place 


himself in the hands of the mob, still he knew he had to do so for 


his people. 


When he decided to surrender to the mob, Smith said, 


"If they had let me alone there would have been no bloodshed, but 


now I expect to be slaughtered", and to his brother Samuel he added, 


"I go as a lamb to the slaughter, (t?! 


On June 24th, 1844 Governor Ford personally guaranteed Smith's 


safety if he would surrender, and the Prophet with his brother Hyrum 


and counsellors John Taylor and Willard Richards placed themselves 


into the hands of the mob and were taken to Carthage jail. while 


riding towards Carthage Smith had a premonition of his death and the 


hardships awaiting his followers when he looked about him at the 


beautiful countryside and said, "This is the loveliest place and the 


best people under the heavens. Little do they know the trials that 


await them: " 19) 


Joseph pleaded with the Prophet not to go to Carthage and walked 


alongside his horse as he was led away by the mob. 


With tears running 


down his face Joseph begged to be allowed to go to jail with him. In 


his journal he recorded, "I went with Brother Joseph on the way to 


Carthage jail. I went in among the horses and held onto his trousers 


and begged to go with him. He told me that he thought that if I went 


others would want to go also. I asked him what lay ahead, and he 


said, I don't like the looks at all of what lies ahead, I see no light 


in that direction. My light is in the West. He then told me never 


to give up on the work of the Latter Day Saints, for it was true, and 


if they killed him, judgment would come upon this nation. He went to 


(17) 


Carthage jail and was murdered." 
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At carthage there was not enough legal evidence to hold either 


Joseph or Hyrum Smith, and under the law they might have been allowed 


to post bail had not Frank Worrell, a leader of the mob, demanded 


that the constable lock them up. The constable was so intimidated 


by Worrell and by Levi Williams, a self-proclaimed Colonel in the 


a fancy name taken by the drunken, half-crazed mob, 


Warsaw Militia, 


that he did as he was told. Both worrell and williams were local 


villains of the worst kind. Joseph Smith's mother later described 


Williams as "A drunken, ignorant, illiterate brute that never had a 


cle of character or influence until he placed himself at the 
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head of the mo 


After Joseph and Hyrum with their counsellors were jailed, 


Governor Ford's militia of some 60 men remained outside the jail 


for a short time, many of them drunk and shouting, "We've got you 


now Old Joe!" Others in the mob howled like demons from the depths 


and screamed for Joseph's blood. When their vile language became 


unbearable, the Prophet appeared at the window of his second floor 


cell and rebuked them, saying, "I prophesy in the name of the Lord 


that you shall witness scenes of blood and sorrow to your entire 


satisfaction. Your souls shall be perfectly satiated with blood, 


and many of you now present shall have an opportunity to face the 


cannon's mouth from sources you now think not of, and those people 


that desire this great evil upon me and my brethren shall be filled 


with sorrow because of the scenes of desolation and distress that 


await them: " (12) 
Captain Dan Jones of the Nauvoo Legion had been allowed into 


after pistol shots were heard outside 
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the Prophet's prison cell, and 
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he was sent to see what the cause for the shots was. Jones saw that 
the mob was on the verge of attacking the jail, and he tried to 
reason with Frank Worrell. who was the mob's leader. Worrell boasted, 
"çîr have had too much trouble to bring Old Joe here to let him escape 
alive. ፲ can prophesy better than Old Joe, and I prophesy that 
neither he or his brother will live to see the sun set today!" Jones 
ran to find Governor Ford to stop the mob, but it appeared hopeless, 
for as he left the jail yard he saw the Governor's militia being 
dismissed and heard one of them say, "We will return and kill them 
if we have to tear the jail down!" Jones located Governor Ford and 
begged him to stop the mob, to which the Governor replied, "Your 
friends are safe, I have guaranteed it, my people are not that Sepala ="? 
Then in violation of his promise, Governor Ford withdrew his state 
militia, leaving only a handful of the most fanatic Mormon haters to 
guard the prisoners. No sooner had the militia left than a large mob 
rushed in and stormed the jail. At 5 P.M., June 27th, 1844 pistol 
shots exploded through the wooden cell door separating the prisoners 
from the mob. The first volley of balls fired through the door struck 
and killed Hyrum Smith almost instantly. A shower of shots poured 
into the room, five balls striking John Taylor, although miraculously 
none proved to be fatal. Willard Richards luckily was unhit. A single 
shot struck the Prophet Joseph in the back, and he fell from the 
second floor window to the ground below. As he lay dying on the 
ground, Colonel Levi Williams yelled for his men to kill him, and 


four of the mob ran to his side and fired their muskets into his 


body as the Prophet cried out his dying words, as heard by William 
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Joseph Smith 
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James, a gentile spectator who was in the crowd, "O Lord, My God: * ۱ 


Frank Worrell, drunk, barefooted and with his face blackened 
sprang upon Smith's body as life oozed from it and dragged it against 
a well, where he raised his hand holding a large bowie knife to cut 
off the head of the murdered Prophet. Just then the black clouds in 
the overcast sky above suddenly parted and a brilliant shaft of sun- 
light shone down on the bloody scene, like an accusing finger of 
guilt pointing from the heavens at 1 beside the fallen Prophet. 
worrell raised his eyes to the heavens, a look of terror on his face. 
His arm appeared to be frozen, while his knife fell harmlessly to the 
ground. The bodies of the four murderers who had just fired balls 
into the Prophet's body stood frozen like marble statues as their 
rifles slipped from their hands.. The mob was silenced in an instant 
at the terrifying scene before them, and one by one they slunk off 
into the night. (22) 

With the Prophet's death, Joseph's world seemed to end. He had 
lost not only a religious leader and revelator but also a personal 
friend and counsellor. The hectic days that followed proved to be 
a real test of courage and faith for both he and his family. Joseph 
was busy both day and night clearing his new farm and caring for his 
family, while becoming even more involved in church affairs and 
Standing guard at the new temple. Then unexpectedly another crisis 
came to test his faith, for on October 9th, 1844 his father died. 

It was a terrible shock to Joseph and all of his family, and it caused 
an immediate crisis in their lives, for it had been his father's 
illness’ that had brought them to Nauvoo, and with his passing part 


Of their reason for being there. seemed to be gone also. 
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sally had never completely shared her husband's zealous faith 
in the church, and had especially guestioned placing their money in 
the hands of the Prophet in orđer to gain some uncertain "inheritance 
in Zion". She wondered why the Murdocks couldn't be just as devout 
in their faith at their comfortable farm in New York as they could 
on the new, raw land at Nauvoo. She had received a tempting offer 
of choice farm land and financial help from her family if she would 
return to New York, and she longed to return to her family and friends. 
But her husband had always refused, knowing that their place was with 
the Saints on the Mormon frontier. 

After her husband's death, Sally took 11 year old Nymphus, her 
only unmarried son, and with their personal possessions boarded a 
river boat to begin the long trip down the Mississippi and then by 
sea back to her old home. Joseph was beside himself with grief, but 
felt that he was powerless to stop her. But only one day's travel 
from Nauvoo something happened that changed Sally's entire life as 
well as the lives of all of her family. 

That night Sally was visited by a vision of her husband, and 
Nymphus later testified that his father appeared before them. Joseph 
Murdock Sr. appeared before Sally and asked, "Where are you going? 
You gave ሸፎ your promise that you would see our son Nymphus raided 
in the church and go with its body to Zion!" At dawn's first light 
Sally left the river boat and with Nymphus made her way back to 
Nauvoo. She wouldn't tell Joseph why she had returned, but later did 
tell him of seeing his father's spirit and hearing his voice. Later 


Nymphus testified to the truth of what she had revealed. Once more 
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the family was united, for Sally never again guestioned the truth 
of her Mormon faith.(23) 

Persecution of the Saints increased daily, and with both Joseph 
and Hyrüm dead, many pretenders stepped forth to seize the leadership 
of the church, but only one was given the keys to that authority. 

In his journal Joseph described the transfer of authority. In a 
grove of trees just east of the temple several speakers stood to 
make their claim, but when Brigham Young, President Of The Council 
Of The Twelve spoke, everyone listening felt the presence of Joseph 
Smith. "I saw Brigham Young transformed into the image of Joseph 
Smith. His features were the features of Joseph, and he spoke with 
the voice of the Prophet, the teeth out of the mouth that the mob 
had broken from Joseph when they murdered him. I actually saw and 
testify that I heard Joseph's voice place the calling of this great 
work upon the Twelve Apostles with Brigham Young at their head. " (24) 
Joseph never tired of telling how he witnessed the mantle of Joseph 
Smith descend onto Brigham Young, and in later years often bore 
testimony to that wonderful event. 

On January 29th, 1845 a Quorum Of The Seventies meeting was held 
at Joseph Murdock's home at Nauvoo. Attending were Brigham Young, 
Hosea Stout, Jesse Harmon, Alvin Hair, Waldo Littlefield, Alfred 
Brown, Jonathan Browning and President William Cutler. At that 
meeting Joseph Murdock was ordained a Presiding Elder under the 
hand of Brigham Young, Jesse Harmon and Hosea stout. í 5) Besides 
matters of church doctrine, the Quorum discussed the increasing 


persecutions and mob violence"at Nauvoo, and agreed that the Saints 


f 


31 


L 


would soon have to abandon their beautiful city to their enemies. 


[t was a difficult decision to reach after the great labor they had 


performed transforming an unwanted mosquito infested swamp into the 
largest and finest city in the state, but there seemed to be no other 
way, for Governor Ford had revoked the city's charter only a few days 
earlier and already human jackals anxious to seize the city were 
circling for the kill like a pack of hungry wolves. 

There was no doubt in Brigham Young's mind what the Saint's next 
move must be, for he had studied Joseph Smith's revelations and 
prophecies well. As early as 1831 Joseph Smith had prophesied that 
the Saints would one day settle "In the far west, by the borders of 
the Lamanites." 79) In July, 1843 he again told of a vision he had 
of the Saints moving to the Rocky Mountains and several months later 
he dispatched Jonathan Dunham, the same missionary who had baptized 
Joseph and his family only a few years earlier, to explore a route 
to the Missouri River and west perhaps as far as California. Even 
then the Prophet was making plans for a westward move after the temple 


at Nauvoo was completed. ^4! 


On February 20th, 1844, oniy four months before his death, smith 
had formed a group whose purpose was “To hunt out a location where we 
can remove to after the temple is completed and where we can build a 
city in a day, and have a government of our own, up in the mountains 
where the devil himself cannot dig us out, and live in a healthful 
Climate, where we can live as long as we have a mind to." (28) 


Joseph smith had planned a Rocky Mountain sanctuary for: the 


Saints, realizing it was the only place where they could be safe 
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from mobs and free to practice their religion. To build a city in 
a day would reguire a place completely away from other people or 
their influence. To have a government of their own would reguire 
a separation from United States control, and a sanctuary in the 
Rocky Mountains, then Mexican territory would allow such a government. 
There not even the devil, their enemies of Missouri and Illinois, 
could dig them out or get to them. Smith knew from stories brought 
back by explorers that the climate there would be a healthful one, 
unlike the swamps of the Mississippi Valley, and the longevity of 
the Latter Day Saints in their mountain home has certainly vindicated 
his prophecy of living a long, full life there. Later events would 
reveal that under Brigham Young's leadership the Saints would emigrate 
to a choice land already seen ih vision by Joseph Smith. The move 
would come sooner than any could expect, for on September 9th, 1845 
the church's Council Of Fifty resolved that an exploring company 
should be selected to go to the Great Salt Lake Valley to gather 
information relative to emmigration there. (79) 
It had been more than a year since that awful day at Carthage 
when the raised arm of the fiend Worrell had been for a moment turned 
to stone as he sought to sever the head of Joseph Smith from his body. 
Since that time Worrell and Levi Williams had often led the mobs as 
they whipped and burned and killed. During those terrible days, 
Sheriff J.B. Backenstos tried in vain to uphold the law and protect 
the Saints. Finally the mobs turned on the sheriff and threatened 
both him and his family with violence. On September 16th, 1845 


Sheriff Backenstos began moving his family out of Nauvoo, but he 
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was seen and followed by an armed mob on horseback. The sheriff and 


his family were racing for their lives when they came upon a band of 


Mormons using their wagons to haul some neighbor's possessions whose 


homes had been burned. Among them were Joseph Murdock, Porter Rockwell 


and Peter Conover. Sheriff Backenstos called to them for help as one 


of the riders raced up close behind him. Porter Rockwell knelt to 


aim his rifle and then fired a single shot. His bullet struck the 


rider dead center on his belt buckle, and he was knocked from his 


horse and fell to the ground dead. That rider proved to be Frank 
Worrell, the man who tried to cut off the Prophet's head after he 


was murdered at Carthage. (30) The fiend of Carthage prison was dead, 


and Joseph and those who had witnessed his death couldn't help but 
think, "Vengeance is mine, saith the Lord!" 

Meanwhile the great Nauvoo temple was completed, and Joseph 
helped guard it while howling mobs swore to tear it down. Even 
though their world seemed to be coming apart, Joseph and his family 
continued to labor in the work of the Lord. On January 25th, 1845 
Joseph's brother John Deans Murdock married Mary Jane Norris in the 
new Nauvoo temple. We know not vhat; if anything, happened to 
Jeanette Risell, according to Joseph's journal the girl John Deans 
married at New York. | 

But an even stranger mystery was in the making, for John's new 
wife had a brother in New York State, Benny Norris, then only 7 years 
old, who came with his parents to Nauvoo to be with his sister. His 
father, David Norris, was a blacksmith at Nauvoo, and during the 


fighting there in September, 1846 he was killed while defending thé 


H 


city from the mobs who were burning it. Mrs. Norris died during the 
exodus from Nauvoo, leaving poor Benny to fend for himself, since 
his sister and her husband John Deans had already fled the burning 
city. 

Young Benny Norris became just another of the homeless thousands 
wandering hungry and alone on the frozen prarie. But he knew his 
sister had moved west, and somehow he set out to find her, and 
against all odds he succeeded. The story of Benny Norris and his 
life with the Murdocks was destined to be as strange a tale as any 


ever heard on the frontier. 
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